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Attorney General Eliot L. Spitzer 
0 ne of UB Law School 's most active alumni d 1apte rs gathered o ld frie nds and new on jan. 26 fo r d1e 2001 New York Alumni Luncheon. Scheduled to coin cide w id1 d1e 
New York State Bar Association's annual meet-
ing, the luncheon was held at d1e Union League 
Club and featured an address by Eliot L. Spitzer, 
New York State attorney general. 
Spitzer, whose te nure as atto rney general has 
been marked by such high-profi le cases as d1e 
national tobacco settleme nt and a lawsuit against 
the owners of 17 Midwestern coal-fired power 
plants for the ir role in New York's acid ra in prob-
le m, spoke o n a me me he returns to time and 
again: "The New Federalism." 
. The attorney general argu es d1at we are see-
mg a swing toward a re-emphasis of d1e states' 
powers w imi.n d1e fede ral structure. "The states 
are assuming d1e principal role of designing and 
adrninisteri.ng a vatiety of social programs, as 
weU as heald1 and social se1v ices, that previously 
were perfo rmed at the national level," Spitzer has 
said. 
The state 's Depa1tmenr of Law - "a law fi m1 
w im 600 partne rs" - has take n an activist ro le in 
dozens of cases. "We are seeking to unleash d1e 
positive, creative ene rgy at the state level in the 
face of me in action o r legal inabil ity of d1e federal 
government to act," Spitzer has said. ''And in so 
doing, we are testing d1e capacity of d1e state 
COllltS tO respond and adapt me law tO changing 
human conditions ." 
Also addressing the luncheon were Dean Nils 
Olsen and Law Alumni Association President 
Patrick C. O'Re illy. Hon.j oseph G. Makowski , a 
justice of the New York State Supreme Coun, 
Eighm.Jud icia l District, arranged for Spitze r's ap-
pearance. 
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